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Oh, Canada 
As an American citizen who was actually pulling for Team Canada, the world's best hockey team, to win gold, all I can say is that despite the horrible luck which seemed to 
follow these games, Canadians should be proud of how they've 
handled the rather sad situation [of the U.S. beating Canada in 
men's hockey]. 
You can take comfort in the fact that we Americans would 
not have handled it with such class. Don't worry, you're still 
(generally speaking, and like the Brits) better than us. 
Perceptively yours, 
William Burrus 
Prescott, Arizona 
[Editor's note: this letter was received after the U.S. beat Canada 
in the preliminary round of men's hockey. Looks like our "sad 
situation" had a happy ending!] 
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Worst. Games. Ever. 
Liam Britten 
~in chief 
Well, Vancouver, we sure screwed this one up. Despite our best efforts and 
years of planning, we've given the world 
the worst Olympics. Ever. In the history of 
man. 
At least that's what the entire foreign 
press has to say. The Guardian in the U.K. 
wrote a scathing article three days into the 
games entitled "Vancouver Games continue 
downhill slide from disaster to calamity," in 
which Lawrence Donegan writes that in the 
2010 Games, "every nugget of good news 
has been followed by the hard rock of bad 
news." He opines that the tag "worst Games 
ever" is fitting for Vancouver's effort, and 
that the problems faced at these Games 
overshadowed the problems of the 1976 
Olympics that financially ruined Montreal 
and the over-the-top commercialism of the 
Atlanta Games in 1996. 
Do writers like Donegan have any sense of 
perspective at all? The only problems that 
Vancouver encountered werepoor weather, 
some protestors, that stupid rising pillar in 
the opening ceremony and the tragic death 
of Nodar Kumaritashvili during training. 
I think we can all agree that 
Kumaritashvili 's death was a horrible, 
sickening occurrence (especially when 
TSN showed his graphic death again and 
again on television), but it should also be 
remembered that fatal training accidents are 
not unprecedented in the Olympics; he's 
the fourth to die in such a way since 1964. 
Accidents will happen, as will bad weather, 
technical problems and civil disobedience 
(at least in a democracy). No Games can 
expect to be perfect. 
Think of it this way; was there a terrorist 
bombing in Vancouver? No, so that means 
these Olympics weren't as bad as Atlanta. 
Were athletes murdered by terrorists? 
No, so that means ours weren't as bad as 
Munich ... and the less said about the 1936 
Games in Berlin, the better. 
Let's try and keep a little perspective about 
these Olympics and what Vancouver could 
reasonably be expected to pull off. Sure, we 
could've tried to create a spectacle on the 
level of Beijing, but does anyone want to 
spend money on that level for a show? Hell, 
the bill for this "cut-rate" Olympics is going 
to be bad enough. We can't control the 
weather, we can't shut down dissent, and 
try as we might, accidents are unavoidable. 
From an organizational perspective, well 
done; in fact, dare I say, best Games ever! 
Now let's get ready for 40 years of debt 
repayment! 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor in chief 
The Other Press 
P.S. And to top it all off, we beat the U.S. in 
hockey ... twice. Therefore, these Games are 
a success by default! 
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Transit ridership averages 1.6 million people per day 
during the Olympics 
ecord number of people used transit during 
the first week of the Vancouver 2010 Winter 
ames, seeing ridership climbing to an 
average more than 1.6 million people per day-far 
beyond what transit officials had predicted going into 
the Games . 
The record-smashing numbers, says TransLink 
CEO Ian Jarvis in a news release, were "a testament to 
a solid plan that built in the flexibility to respond and 
the great execution of our planners, transit operators, 
mechanics, customer service personnel and transit 
hosts ." 
Both Expo Line and Millennium Lines have been 
running trains at rush-hour service level throughout 
the days in order to keep up with the high volume 
of travelers, sometimes using every train available 
to meet the demands. The West Coast Express also 
added trains to their mid-day and evening schedules, 
additional city buses have been brought it when 
needed, and the SeaBus has been using all three 
I 
I 
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vessels and operating 14 hours a day to keep waits to 
a minimum. 
"Much of the credit for making this work has 
to go to the people of Metro Vancouver," Jarvis 
said. "They' re the ones who've answered the bell to 
reduce motor vehicle traffic in the downtown core by 
30 per cent during Games time and have sought out 
public transportation options," including a 54 per cent 
increase in ridership on the Expo Line alone. 
"What's more , reports from our field staff show 
that the public have shown legendary Canadian 
politeness and hospitality to our visitors from around 
the world, to do our region proud," Jarvis said. 
TransLink faced some criticism however, from 
people who claimed to be "stranded" downtown after 
the SkyTrain or SeaBuses stopped running. TransLink 
responded to these complaints by adding more signage 
outside stations to direct late night passengers to the 
nearest Night Bus, which runs all night and mirrors 
the SkyTrain route. 
Overall, everyone who wanted to get somewhere got 
there during the two busiest weeks in Vancouver's 
history. With 250,000 more people using transit than 
usual, the city has been exposed to what the transit 
system can handle and, perhaps, what could be 
possible in the future . 
Douglas College Wrap-Up 
By Kristina Mamell 
Fatal crash claims the life of 
Douglas student 
Two are dead and three others are critically 
injured after a tragic accident at Wtllingdon 
and Still Creek Avenue shortly after 1 a .m. 
Saturday. 
Douglas College student, 18-year-old 
Ferdie Carrion has been identified as one of 
the victims. 
Seven people were in the five-seat 
vehicle coming from Olympic celebrations 
when the vehicle lost control, hit a 
streetlight and rolled. 
The driver, 19-year-old Baldip Chandi, 
has been charged with 10 criminal charges 
including three counts of impaired driving 
causing bodily harm, two of impaired 
driving causing death, and five of dangerous 
driving. 
Police say speed and alcohol may have 
played a role in the tragedy. 
Therapeutic Recreation 
Paralymplc Event at Douglas 
From 10 a .m. to 2 p.m. at the New 
Westminster Campus Wednesday (March 3), 
faculty and students from the Therapeutic 
Recreation program have come together to 
create an opportunity for Douglas students 
to experience the Paralympic Games. 
The day includes two screenings of 
Sled Head at lO:lOam and !2:10pm along 
with a presentation by past and future 
Paralympians . The concourse will house 
athlete profiles, a meet and greet with the 
aforementioned and information on how one 
can become involved in Paralympic sports. 
The gym will also play host to Paralympic 
sports such as curling and wheelchair 
basketball . 
CFS talks debt to Douglas students 
Members of the Canadian Federation of 
Students B.C. will be on hand at the David 
Lam Campus Monday March 8 from 10 
a .m. to 4 p.m. and at the New Westminster 
Campus Tuesday March 9 from 9 to 4 p.m. 
to discuss student debt with the Douglas 
community. 
Find out about student debt in B.C. and 
calculate your personal student debt over 
free Timbits and coffee, sign a petition and 
see what you can do to make a difference. 
News Shorts 
·By Kristina Marnell 
Canada breaks Winter Olympic 
gold record 
Canada made history following a gold 
medal win in men's curling Saturday. 
Canada was assured the record at 13 
gold medals, but shattered expectations 
further with a riveting victory by the 
men's hockey team over the U.S. 
bringing the total to 14-the most ever 
held by one country; especially a host 
country. 
The previous record, at 10, was set 
by Norway in 1994 and matched the 
U.S. in 2002. 
Canada finishes third overall in 
medal standings with a total of 26 
medals, Germany comes in second with 
30 medals and the U.S. holds the most 
at 37. 
Large influx of capital in B.C. 
during the Games 
Visa revealed some interesting numbers 
Sundayconcerningtheeconomic 
surplus brought into B.C. with the 
Games. The company said in a press 
release that between February 12 and 
February 26, spending was up 93 per 
cent over the previous year and that 
since the start of the Games, more than 
$101 million U .S. has been spent in 
B.C. 
Big spenders include Americans, 
Australians and the Chinese, spending 
between $1 and 2 million each. 
iTunes: 10 billion songs sold 
"Guess Things Happen That Way" by 
Johnny Cash became the 10 billionth 
song downloaded on iTunes Thursday. 
Louie Sulcer, from Woodstock Georgia, 
downloaded the song from the online 
retailer which awarded him a $10,000 
gift card for the store in celebration of 
the milestone. 
iTunes was introduced in 2003 and 
has since become the world's largest 
source of music, TV and movies. 
Activists rally to enforce official mascot status for 
Mukmuk the sidekick 
By Tanya Colledge, Staff Reporter described on the Games' offcial website as "a small 
and friendly marmot who always supports and cheers 
Fans ofMukmuk, the official online sidekick loudly for his friends during games and races," and of the Vancouver 2010 Winter Games mascots whose responsibilities include fetching them cocoa, rallied at Robson Square this week, demanding doing their recycling and driving the Zamboni. 
that he be granted equal mascot status for the Although the "Free Mukmuk" rally only 
remainder of the Olympics and Paralympics. occurred halfway through the Games, support for 
Approximately 40 "marmot rights activists" the little creature has been building since 2008 when 
marched from the Vancouver Art Gallery waving the official mascots were announced. Originally, 
placards saying: "Free Mukmuk was 
Mukmuk now" and "Mukmuk is described on the Games' offcial website as "a to be an online-
chanting: "What do small and friendly marmot who always supports and cheers based sidekick 
we want? Marmot loudly for his friends during games and races," and whose to the three 
freedom! When do responsibilities include fetching them cocoa, doing their mascots but 
we want it? Now!" recycling and driving the Zamboni." overwh:lming 
But not even the scene of many confused looks and support from the public forced VANOC to put him 
laughter from passersby could stop the group calling on its merchandise . But other than seeing the inside 
themselves Mukmuk Musketeers . Determined to of various HBC stores, Mukmuk remains trapped in 
restore justice for the character, the Musketeers have cyberspace jail, while his friends gallivant to various 
made a formal complaint against VANOC, insisting Olympic venues, attend sporting events and interact 
that their refusal to make the endangered Vancouver with tourists. 
Island marmot equal to the other three official The Mukmuk Mascoteers have yet to hear from 
Olympic mascots-Sumi, Miga and Quatchi-is cruel VANOC in regards to the marmot's mascot status and 
and takes away from the Olympic spirit of the Games . whether or not the little furry guy will return during 
The only real animal amongst the mascots and the Paralympics, but are confident that their peaceful 
the most popular among young children according to rally will get the attention Mukmuk deserves. 
Vancouver 2010 merchandise vendors, Mukmuk is 
Death toll continues to rise in Chile following 8.8 
magnitude earthquake 
Kristina Mameli 
news editor 
For the second time in as many months, the world has been rattled by a powerful earthquake. 
At the time of this writing, Chilean officials 
estimate that upwards of 723 people are dead 
following the 8.8 magnitude earthquake which struck 
early Saturday morning. The earthquake happened at 
3:34a.m., 325 kilometres outside of Chile's capital, 
Santiago, affecting 1.5 million Chileans and severely 
damaging at least 500,000 buildings. As many as 
90 aftershocks, some as strong as the devastating 
quake which hit Haiti January 12, shook the country 
triggering a tsunami across the Pacific. 
The tsunami killed four in the Juan Fernandez 
Islands and severely damaged homes in Talcahuano. 
As a result, evacuation orders were issued from Japan 
to Hawaii; a low level warning was even issued as far 
as B.C.'s coast. 
The first waves that hit Japan were small, 
measuring 10cm high off the Ogasawara Islands, but 
officials warned that larger waves could soon reach 
the main island and urged residents of low-lying areas 
to evacuate . Hundreds of thousands of people fled as a 
precaution with no reports of panic. This was the first 
time in 20 years such an evacuation order was issued 
in Japan. 
All other tsunami warnings-issued in American 
Samoa and Samoa, the Philippines, Russia, Guam, and 
many of the Pacific Islands- were lifted late Sunday. 
President Michelle Bachelet of Chile, who ends 
her term March 11 to be replaced by president-elect 
Sebastian Pinera, called the quake a catastrophe in a 
press conference Sunday, asking for direct assistance 
from the UN to help the nation recover. She added 
that what the country needs most are hospitals, water, 
bridges and people. She also called for a strict curfew 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. for all non-emergency 
workers, for troops to deliver supplies to residents 
and for the deceased to promptly be returned to their 
families for proper burial . 
The UN has rushed to aid in relief efforts. 
Foreign Affairs Minister Lawrence Canon's 
office said in a statement that approximately 5,000 
Canadians live in Chile, as many as 1,000 in the most 
devastated areas. The agency has made thousands of 
calls to the Canadians, but 254 are still missing. 
For information on Canadians in Chile, Canada's 
Foreign Affairs Department can be reached at 
613.943.1055 or 1.800.387.3124. 
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Body-check from Uncle Sam: How the Americans made their place at the Olympic Games 
Stephen Colbert headlines a variety of run-ins from our southern neighbours 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
Yes, it's true that when it was all said and done, the American Olympic team in 
one way or another came out on top 
with 37 medals in total at our home 
grown 2010 winter games. Surprised? 
Didn't think so. The world in which 
our generation has been brought up 
in has learned to believe that the 
Americans do well at just about 
anything they throw their money at. 
Why, fellow humans of the great 
white north, should this bother any of 
us? I guess sometimes, Canadians feel 
suffocated by our southern "friends;" 
after all, their culture preys on our 
Canadian ways and along with it, our 
general media. Quite frankly, I don't 
mind the Yanks pumping a little extra 
cash into our programming during the 
Olympics, in fact, it's offered some 
not-so-common experiences, like 
being in the studio audience for the 
taping of popular late night talk show 
host Stephen Colbert. 
Only a few short days after the 
opening ceremonies, Stephen Colbert 
set up camp around False Creek and 
held a two-day taping of his Olympic 
special. The series saw Colbert try 
out for the American Olympic team 
in an effort to get a free trip to the 
2010 Winter Games. He was rejected 
from the men's Bobsleigh team 
and the curling squad, only to be 
local celebrity Michael Buble, 
warmed up the audience with a 
chorus of Stompin' Tom's "Hockey 
Song" after refusing to sing Sinatra. 
Following his interview with Colbert, 
Buble and Stephan sang a rendition 
of the "Star Spangled Banner'' while 
substituting the lyrics to "0 Canada." 
I don't know how, but it worked, the 
"If I tuck up, don't worry about it, I'll just have to take a closer look 
at the script, please just don't tell anyone I don't make this shit 
up!" -Stephen Colbert 
accepted as an honorary speed skating 
advisor. Coming out to Vancouver 
on a beautiful morning at 10:30 a.m., 
the animated crowd was exited for 
Stephen's visit, chanting his name, to 
which he replied "Thank you, now, 
legally, in French!" 
"If I fuck up, don't worry about 
it, I'll just have to take a closer 
look at the script, please just don't 
tell anyone I don't make this shit 
up!" Colbert told the crowd before 
beginning his show. His first guest, 
audience even sang along with them! 
On his show, Colbert has stated 
his views on Canadians before as 
nothing more than "Maple-sucking, 
hockey-loving Molson-drinking ice 
holes," but off screen he mentioned 
how much he enjoys his time away 
from the red white and blue. Colbert 
even said in one of his interviews 
how he thought Canada's main 
purpose was to "show American's 
how fucked up their own country 
actually is." As any Canadian would, 
liege 
C i of the Other Pre ' Audited Financial Sraremen~ and 
minutes from its Annual General eeting are a ail able to be 
viewed by all Student of Douglas College. 
I feel the need to apologize for not 
making that point clear enough. 
Colbert's segments away 
from the desk included a venture 
around the city's pavilions and an 
uncomfortable-to-watch interview 
where Stephen took a swing at 
Vancouver South MP Ujjal Dosanjh. 
Of the live interviews, Colbert spoke 
with an NBC representative who 
was not very pleased considering 
VANOC didn't want to use the 
popular American network as the 
main broadcaster for this year's 
winter games. Heaven forbid the 
host country uses CTV, a television 
network that broadcasts on home soil! 
While the American's infiltrated 
our media in other ways, such as 
Ralph Lauren's purchasing 75 per 
cent of The Vancouver Suns front 
page to use as ad space for Yankee 
Olympic gear, these games ultimately 
went to Canada. In the end, with 
one final hockey game and a record 
14 gold medals, we reminded every 
American whose house they were in 
and whose game they were playing. 
Our office is located in Room 1020 at the ew Westminster Campus. 
E-mail busine @theothe.rpress.ca witb any inquiries. 
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Bullets In Overdrive 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
S itting in an old renovated school bus outside of Pub 340 in downtown Vancouver, the 
kids from Bullets In Overdrive are 
ho stranger to the live music scene 
this city has to offer. Moments after 
clearing the band's gear off the stage, 
the group sits outside for an interview 
with most of them not being able to 
get into the bar they just rocked. 
"Well, I'm 17 ,"said Jordan 
Armstrong, the group's singer and 
guitarist. "Kelsey [bassist] is 18, my 
brother Brandon [drummer] is 18 and 
Michelle [lead guitarist] is 19." Don't 
let them fool you; although the band 
is young, they are also experienced, 
having played most of the downtown 
core's regular live music venues. 
Currently on tour, Bullets are 
going to be back on March 11 for a 
show at Granville's famous Roxy 
Club, a venue that they've played 
many times before. "Usually you 
get the Fox crowd there," Jordan 
continued on, but that place fills up 
fast with lots of people. 
"We started when our dad bought 
us instruments when we were young, 
and our best friend (Kelsey, who lived 
next door) jumped in and wanted to 
be part of the action," Jordan and 
Brandon, explained about the origins 
of Bullets In Overdrive. Brandon and 
Jordan are brothers separated by a 
year, or as it was explained they "both 
fell out of the same vagina." 
"Our mom came up with the 
name and it just stood out, it was 
punchy and kind of in your face." 
As far as song writing goes, 
the group all contributes to every 
song, and often they've described 
themselves as "picky" having almost 
fpught to the death over simple 
melodies. "We have eight tracks 
recorded," Brandon explained, 
"And two more which are still under 
construction to make a full ten-track 
EP". 
Working with Dan Swinimer, the 
drummer from popular Vancouver 
band Jet Black Stare, they were 
approached by him using only their 
My Space as a publicity tool. As many 
bands have. found, getting your name 
outside of Vancouver is not easy, so 
while on tour, they hope to achieve 
some sort of presence across the 
country. 
"Ideally we'd like to play the 
opening ceremonies of the Olympics," 
Kelsey mentioned. "I don't know 
why people are still protesting it, it's 
already here, people, and it's not going 
anywhere!" Michelle's contributions 
also went towards the group This 
Means Nothing in Mexico, who, 
after submitting a track to a CBC 
Radio contest, won a spot opening for 
Mariana's Trench at one of the men's 
semi-final hockey games last February. 
"If we're not making music, then 
we'd probably be curling," the group 
agreed. "We're going to start our own 
curling squad and wear the Norwegian 
team's pants while we're playing." 
said Michelle with a chuckle. Their 
current goal is to start playing in 
front of bigger crowds, but obviously, 
frozen sports area suitable backup 
plan. 
Bullets in Overtime have the drive 
and passion to succeed, for the most 
part have yet to fail on their many 
excursions as a band together. The 
only thing that stands in their way 
would be unprotected sex with Mozart 
and Bach's love baby. Check out 
their MySpace, or head to the Roxy 
on March 11 to hear more from the 
Bullets. 
We're gonna need a bigger plane 
Kevin Smith goes into plane, plane goes into hissy fit 
expecting a reasonable argument, but 
as a fangirl, I'm going for the second. 
As soon as he arrived home, 
Angela Espinoza Smith was recording a SModcast 
B eloved by many as a big, cuddly, under the title "SModcast #106: Go disgustingly crude teddy bear, Fuck Yourse~f, Sou~ west Airlines." , Kevin Smith has built quite In the rec~r~ng, .Srmth states that he s 
the fan base over the years. Smith's used ~e airlines m the past ~cause 
production company, View Askew, and the flights happen to be relatively 
its subsequent "View Askewniverse," cheap. Taking advantage of these 
have provided the world with some of prices, he's made a habit of purchasing 
two seats for himself-not so much the smartest, most pointless and silliest 
movies in recent time ... save for Jersey because of his size, but to either keep 
Girl. For the handful of you who don't some distance between his anti-social 
know of this brilliant man,just saying self and some stranger or to have 
the title of Clerks should be enough to more room for himself and a friend. 
ring some bells since I don't feel that Unbeknownst to Smith, the flight 
Zack and Miri Make a Porno is a perfect oversold sea~; fast forward ove~ an 
representation of Smith (although it's extremely tedious process descnbed 
pretty damn close). in detail by Smith, he had to give up 
From what I've conjured up from one of his seats. After allowing him 
his frequent "SModcasts" and various back on the plane, Smith took his seat 
Q&A sessions, Smith is one of the most and went to buckle his belt (a feat 
harmless men in Hollywood. It takes a Smith takes pride in). Just as the flight 
lot to get a guy like this riled, and who was getting ready to take off, a flight 
better to pull that off then Southwest attendant approached Smith saying he 
Airlines? On February 13, Smith was had to get off the plane because "he 
removed from a Southwest Airlines couldn't put his arm rests down"-
flight for being "too fat to fly." which Smith claims he did just to show 
There are two directions 1 could her everything was fine. Despite that, 
be taking right now: the "I love you, Smith was removed from the plane full 
of onlookers for being "dangerously but calm down and lose some weight" 
approach, or the "I love you and I make 
no exceptions" approach. Sorry for those 
overweight." 
Since the incident, Smith has 
recorded another SModcast 
and numerous YouTube videos 
continuing his rant about the 
issue. It doesn't matter who 
you are, being kicked off a 
flight in front of a few hundred 
people because of your size 
is humiliating, even more so 
for him because he's not even 
qualified as overweight, in his 
words, "yet." Some could say 
this is just another celebrity · 
having their diva moment, but 
since we're talking about Kevin 
Smith. here, that's a bit of an 
oxymoron; although Smith has 
yet to let the issue die. 
Ending on a shameless 
plug, Smith's latest film, Cop 
Out, was released on February 
26. 
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• Tuesday, March 2 
The Commodore is getting rocked by prolific rock group 311 tonight, so check 
that out if you're into sweet-sounding alt rock. If you're into something a 
little harder and a little faster, go to the Rickshaw Theatre for Against Me! 
featuring the Cancer Bats. 
My Pick: Cancer Bats rock an amazing set. 
• Thursday March 4 
• 
• 
If you're into the music of Frank Zappa, then you might be interested in 
going to the Biltmore Cabaret to see members of his former group The 
Mothers of Invention. If you're munching out hard want a little stoned rock 
to go with it, head to Pat's Pub to see New West group Black Wizard bring 
their rockin' set to the stage. 
My Pick: Any other night and I'd see the Wizard, but The Mothers haven't 
been here for a while. 
Friday March 5 
Biltmore cabaret has the Japandroids mixing up a DJ set if you're in the 
mood for some interesting sounds from this Vancouver duo. Math teachers by 
day, rock group by night, A Sheep at the Wheel are playing the Railway Club 
if alt music is more your speed tonight. 
My Pick: Tough call... Japandroids. 
Sunday March 7 
If arrogant pump-up hip hop is your style then go to the Commodore tonight 
for Snoop Dogg where he'll be sippin' on gin and juice. This one you may 
want to re-think; the last time he came through town, half of his posse was 
held up at the border but Snoopaloop still had a decent set. 
Silent night, Oscar night 
The Academy Awards drop live performances of 
nominated songs 
By Angela Espinoza 
0 scar season is that magical time when we as moviegoers band 
together to honour the films of 
the past year. Putting the big 
money on actors and directors 
has become customary with 
those in the general public, but 
South Park: Bigger, Longer & 
Uncut? Despite all that though, 
the Oscars will no longer be 
performing nominated songs, 
providing brief clips of their 
respected films instead. 
While my heart is currently 
breaking, I'm actually not all 
that surprised. With the previous 
Awards' drastic change in 
"Our grossly uncultured society has begun turning the 
Academy Awards Into the next MTV Movie Awards." 
it's the diehards who want to 
see everyone involved get their 
fair share of the glory. From 
cinematography, to costume 
design, to sound mixing, and 
so on, the Academy honours 
those who have, more or less, 
perfected their craft. 
As is such, the awards 
ceremony attempts to give every 
one of these artistic merits a 
moment to shine ... emphasis 
on the word "attempts." The 
growing problem in recent years 
is that if it can't be a recorded 
montage of film clips, it's a bit 
of a time waster. Ratings have 
become an issue due to our 
generation's increasing "A.D.D. 
by choice" attitude, which has 
cost many respectable artists 
their brief glimpse of exposure. 
If anything, our grossly 
uncultured society has begun 
turning the Academy Awards 
into the next MTV Movie 
Awards. 
The latest victim of this 
travesty has fallen upon what 
I always believed to be a very 
popular portion of the program: 
live performances of those 
nominated in the Best Original 
Song category. This part of 
the ceremony has always been 
moving, if not for the song 
itself, than in entertainment 
value. Need I remind you all of 
Robin Williams' performance 
of "Blame Canada" from 
layout, something was bound 
to go wrong. Best Original 
Song performances last year 
were butchered more than 
recognized when it was decided 
to perform all three songs 
nominated into a single medley. 
Some people might see such a 
move as creative, but cutting 
comers doesn't require much 
skill. Other artists didn't seem 
to mind the move, but Peter 
Gabriel-who sung and wrote 
the lyrics to "Down to Earth" 
from Wall-E- made his feelings 
clear when he refused to 
perform the shortened version. 
Another obvious blunder from 
the Academy was their refusal 
to nominate Bruce Springsteen's 
"The Wrestler" from The 
Wrestler. 
Songs nominated this 
year include "Almost There" 
and "Down in New Orleans" 
from The Princess and the 
Frog, "Take it All" from Nine, 
"Loin de Paname" from Paris 
36, and "The Weary Kind" 
from Crazy Heart. As if they 
couldn't pick a worse year to 
cease such performances. They 
will most likely be replaced 
by unnecessary random songs 
performed by the hosts, among 
others. 
The Academy Awards will 
be taking place this Sunday, 
March 7. 
-- - ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------------~ 
Fork This 
Olympic pavilion wrap-up 
Jay Schreiber 
art ildllor 
N ow that the Olympics have ended, with glowing hearts and gold medals around 
our necks, the saddest thing of all 
is the giant exodus of all the cool 
crap that was going on around our 
city. In the grand scheme of the 
Olympics, the Pavilions set up by each 
visiting nation were one of the major 
highlights of the ongoing craziness 
that happened last February. Here now 
are the gold, silver and bronze medal 
winners for the best place to hang out 
and drink beer. 
Gold medal - Canadian pavilions 
Dub, who else would know how to 
party best? 
Located in between BC Place and 
Science World, the Canadian pavilions 
were definitely the place to be. The 
Maison Du Quebec had decent food, 
ample sitting room, and an okay stage 
set up, which was sadly overshadowed 
by the fact that it cost $10 per 
Franco beer. Granted, the succulent 
and smooth taste made the French-
Canadian experience that much better 
accompanied by the tasty poutine. 
Website Editor 
Saskatchewan House gets an 
honourable mention for having the 
best set up stage and drinking area, 
but loses points for serving Molson 
products exclusively. Onterrible House 
had a good atmosphere and the best 
drinkables at only $6 per pint of Steam 
Whistle. Not a bad place to hang out 
for a brew, but you had to get there 
early; the maximum capacity of 350 
people made fighting over the 20 
chairs that much more difficult. 
Silver medal - Deutsches Pavilion 
The German House is a close second 
for a few well-engineered reasons. 
The location was perfect, seated right 
next to Waterfront SkyTrain Station 
and only a few short blocks from 
everything else by the water. Lineups 
were usually not a problem and the 
bratwurst was to die for when covered 
in sauerkraut. 
Beer was around $9 but well 
worth the expense once your taste 
buds found out about it. Seating was 
ample with long tables stretched 
throughout the structure and they had 
the biggest screen to watch the games 
on of all the pavilions. The stage 
had some good performers, and the 
atmosphere was generally cheery. 
Bronze medal - Scandinavian House 
Coming in third is the quiet and 
easy-to-get-along-with Scandinavian 
watering hole. No points for location, 
the Scandinavian centre was located 
in Burnaby, close to 8 Rinks, away 
from the hoopla of downtown. 
Drinks were slashed in price, with 
pitchers of Carlsberg available for 
only $18 and inexpensive food to 
fill your belly. Finns, Swedes, Danes 
and Norwegians were all present 
and made a good-natured effort to 
support their respective countries. 
The place does get exciting ifthere's 
a hockey game on, but mostly, it's 
just a relaxed hangout for really cool 
accents. 
Hmm, that almost sounds 
Canadian ... 
Looking for a dedicated, independent web editor to maintain upcoming redesign of The Other Press website. 
Knowledge of new media, blogging, CSS and HTML important as are good writing skills. Must be 
willing to generate original web content and maintain mailing lists as well as give direction to further 
growth and improvements to the website. Multimedia skills an asset. 
Pay: $400 per month 
Submit your application to editor®theotherpress.ca 
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'BEAUTY GfNSIDE AND (9u(lr Eating for an athlete 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
R igorous training isn't the only thing that gets pro athletes into the Olympics; 
eating healthy while following 
a balanced eating schedule is 
also a key factor in preparing for 
competitive events. Anyone who 
participates in competitive sports, or 
is in the process of training, would 
be well advised to put nutrition as 
their number one focus. 
Many athletes consume 4000-
6000 calories a day, with over 100 
grams of protein and 500 grams 
of carbohydrates making up their 
diet. Trainers and coaches advice 
to eat a carbohydrate-charged meal 
three hours before competing in any 
sporting event; so if your race starts 
at seven that means getting up at 4 
a.m.! 
Sylvia Kerfoot, a member of the 
Canadian skiing freestyle team, says 
that you have to "eat to win". 
"We need to honour our bodies 
and maintain it like a good car," 
says Kerfoot. "We're asking more of 
our bodies; we go way beyond and 
eating the right food is key." 
No matter what level you're 
competing at, it is important to 
10 
properly fuel your body. A few tips 
that Olympic athletes follow include: 
• Drink chocolate milk 
after a workout: chocolate 
milk contains all the carbs, 
minerals, and proteins 
that are found in sports 
recovery drinks and protein 
supplements, and it tastes 
better. 
• FoUow the 9/10 rule: eat to 
compete 90 per cent of the 
time and eat what you enjoy 
10 per cent of the time. 
• Eliminate hard alcohol: hard 
alcohol is the hardest to digest 
and may increase dehydration, 
constipation, and depression. 
Stick to light beers and red 
wines instead. 
• Carb-up before, eat protein 
after, and snack on fruit aU 
day: constantly snacking on 
fruit, handfuls of almonds, or 
raw veggies between training 
and working out is the best 
way to maximize your energy 
and minimize injury. 
• Drink juice or vitamin 
water: juice aids in hydration 
and warding off cramps, 
but also supplies the sugars 
necessary to balance 
electrolytes. 
A chic-cyclist's dream 
European company designs fashionable helmets 
By Tanya Colledge order to ensure that every helmet 
Let's face it; although we would all love to do our part in lowering our ecological 
footprint by riding our bikes around 
town instead of our gas-guzzling 
vehicles, the bylaw enforced 
regulation that condones riding 
without a helmet is enough to turn 
fits its owner perfectly to guarantee 
maximum protection. And with their 
broad selection of helmet covers, 
every customer is sure to find the 
right style to suit their individual 
taste. 
Their catchy slogan "Brainwear 
for Smart People" and one-of-a-kind 
products were introduced to chic 
"With their broad selection of helmet covers, every customer is 
sure to find the right style to suit their individual taste." 
many people off this greener mode 
of transportation. Not only do these 
plastic domes not make the best 
accessories, but having to deal with 
helmet hair for the rest of the day is a 
real nuisance. 
It is for these reasons that a 
forward-thinking European company 
has begun to develop a remedy 
for this common situation by 
creating their own line of uniquely 
fashionable helmets. YAKKAY, a 
Scandinavian-based retailer, has 
developed these clever items by 
covering European-certified helmets 
with interchangeable covers that can 
easily be removed to match your 
outfit or the season. 
YAKKAYoffers customers 
a wide-range of helmets that are 
designed with adjustment space in 
nlndarn rnu•ul 
Canadian Girls! 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
Throughout the 2010 Winter Games Vancouver did Canada proud; the energy and support 
of local residents swelled through the 
city in a sea of bright red and white. 
Bringing home 15 medals 
from the Winter Games, which is 
considerably more than in the past, 
our female athletes stole the stage 
with their determination and spirit 
in sporting events. The display of 
inventive outfits and success of our 
female athletes proved that Canadian 
ladies are dedicated sporting events, 
while maintaining some fashionable 
flair. 
cyclists overseas last summer, and 
have already been the winners of 
many design awards. So where can 
you purchase these stylish helmets? 
Unfortunately, the helmets are not 
yet available in North America, but 
are currently in the process of being 
adapted to meet American safety 
standards and obtain certification in 
the United States. 
With YAKKAY's overwhelming 
popularity overseas, there is validity 
to believe that they will make their 
way over to our Canadian market in 
the very near future. And although 
these nice-looking helmets do not 
cure the dreaded helmet hair, it is 
comforting to know that someone 
has been proactive about finding a 
solution for this dreadful looking 
safety gear. 
Dream catcher 
L9cal designer shares how to pursue a career without a degree 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion Editor 
A ttending university is pricey and time consuming; the average student spends a 
minimum of $3,000 a semester, and 
to receive good grades teachers claim 
that one must spend roughly two to 
three hours a night studying course 
material . While school may provide 
the knowledge and skills necessary to 
fulfill job requirements , school is not 
alwa~s the best way to pursue your 
dream job if you're dedicated and 
know what you want. 
Megan Wray, a Vancouver 
designer and owner of Gingerly 
Designs, faced the same problem at 
22. Instead of spending her money 
on a communications degree at SFU, 
Megan decided to sink her saved 
money into pursuing her dream and 
starting her own business. After 
spending an afternoon with Megan, 
I gained insight as to how designers 
manage themselves in the fashion 
scene and advice many are reluctant 
to give in pursuing a career without 
the safety net of a degree . 
The Other Press: So, Megan, did 
you go to school for fashion and 
design? 
Megan Wray: I actually didn't go 
to school for design, I went to school 
for community work to work with 
little kids . I took time off and :worked 
in a jewellery store, and it was then 
that I decided I could totally do this. 
I was the assistant manager, and 
found I didn't really like working for 
anyone else. I had saved up money 
to go back to school for a degree in 
communications, but instead decided 
to sink the money into starting my 
own business . It's really easy once 
you put your mind to it. The Internet 
is such a great resource. I mean, 
when you're living at home and you 
don't have to worry about supporting 
yourself it's easier to take risks . 
OP: Do you think you had an 
advantage starting so young while in 
your twenties? At that age you still 
have a fairly idealistic attitude . .. 
MW: Absolutely. Because I didn't 
have any experience in the fashion 
world I didn 't care what anyone else 
thought because I didn't know any 
better. 
OP: Did you have any previous 
experience making jewellery or did 
you just dive in to see what would 
happen? 
MW: Well I had always been 
interested in making jewellery ever 
since I was young. I used to go door-
to-door selling earrings I had made 
so it was something I had always 
enjoyed doing .-
OP: What are some fashion icons 
or trends that hold your interest or 
inspire you through your work? Is 
there a particular person, culture, 
or theme that you tend to gravitate 
toward? 
MW: Kate Spade will do a 
piece every once in a while that 
I really like, but it's more like a 
person's overall aesthetic that I 
admire. I hate overcomplicated or 
pretentious things. I sometimes 
find myself loathing the fashion 
scene just because it becomes so 
about appearances . Not so much in 
Vancouver, but in a broader scale. 
One of the things that I learnt very 
quickly was that to survive in the 
fashion world you really have to quit 
caring what others think of you and 
just do your own thing. 
OP: Do you find yourself following 
current trends? 
MW: No, I try not to look too much 
at trends , because I find it shapes 
the way I design my pieces. I want 
to make something because I like it, 
because that what it's about at the 
end of the day that's what people are 
buying; they're buying your aesthetic, 
your look. 
OP: How would you describe your 
Fashton 
style, and what your designs stand 
for? 
MW: Bold is always something I use, 
I've always done bigger earrings and 
necklaces . Simple is another word 
I use , just because I find that with 
beaded jewellery people always over-
do it and it is just really ugly. I also 
really like color; I have always really 
loved the spring because there is so 
much color, and I find myself floating 
towards blues and greens and peach. 
Peach is good because it seems to 
come back every couple of years. A 
vintage feel also describes my work; 
a lot of people tell me that my stuff 
reminds them of Palm Springs . 
OP: Do you feel that Vancouver 
has affected you in your style or 
expressi.on? 
MW: I find that a lot of local 
designers adopt the laid-back attitude 
of Vancouver; they're not catty 
or possessive. Everyone is really 
cool about sharing their ideas and 
experiences about things . 
Megan Wray's designs can be 
found in numerous stores located 
in the heart of Vancouver, at her 
shop in Maple Ridge, or online at 
www.gingerlydesigns.com . 
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While the Black Bloc garnered all the headlines, homeless activists 
protested the Olympics more constructively 
By Andrew Bates, CUP Western Bureau 
Chief (with files from Trevor Record and 
Michael Thibault, The Ubyssey) 
VANCOUVER (CUP)-In the last 
week, Vancouver's Downtown Eastside 
has become very visible as the heart 
of Vancouver's dynamic and divisive 
housing movement. While featured in the 
2010 Convergence protests that brought 
together a wide range of social groups, the 
last week has seen the housing movement 
take a prominent position as a social issue 
within the city. 
On February 22, a rally made up of 
the homeless and their supporters went 
from Pigeon Park to an empty lot on East 
Hastings . The lot was originally rented 
by the Vancouver Organizing Committee 
from Concord Pacific to use as a parking 
lot for some of the vehicles in its fleet. 
It was turned into a tent village where 
residents have come together to form a 
community. 
Vancouver's "Downtown Eastside House" 
"I've been here since '92, and I've been 
on the streets for about six years now," 
said Ashley, an Aboriginal man who sat 
guarding the entrance to the tent city. 
"This is about my third tent city that I've 
been fighting for." 
According to Eric Castavet, a tent 
city organizer, residents hope the tent 
village will attract the attention of the 
federal government. "We camp here to 
show the government that before a condo, 
we need houses," he said. 
"Look at that condo. You can rent 
that for [over a thousand] bucks a month, 
but welfare gives us $375." 
In Vancouver, attempts have been 
made to increase shelter space. Seven 
Homeless Emergency Action Team 
(HEAT) shelters have been established, 
although federal funding for those will 
end in April, with future funding for the 
area in jeopardy. 
According to Castavet, shelters 
are not homes, and they won't solve the 
problem. 
"You share a toilet with 60 to 70 
people. You share the same shower. Can 
you imagine (being) the last one to take a 
shower?" he said. "We're not looking for 
shelter. We're looking for one-bedroom, 
two-bedroom apartments." 
Many members of the tent village 
point out that housing is necessary to 
become self-sustainable. "Three-quarters 
of the homeless people here, they could 
go for work, but they have no place to get 
ready for work," said Castavet, who had 
hoped to find a steady job in Vancouver 
after leaving his home in Manitoba. 
"We have [busy] traffic until4:30 
in the morning, so you have one hour of 
sleep. You have no clothes to change. We 
cannot have a shower. So how are we 
supposed to find a job?" 
Castavet said that they have seen 
about an equal amount of support and 
criticism from passers-by regarding their 
tent village protest. 
"Some of them ... [honk their] 
hom at us; 'Hey, good for you guys,"' 
he said . "Others look at us like we are 
cockroaches on the street. Most of them, 
they stop by, they walk in, they look at it, 
and they walk out." 
The tent village has made it possible 
to get their message about housing out 
in a positive way, according to Garvin 
Snyder, who moved to Vancouverfrom 
Ottawa eight years ago and now lives in 
single resident occupancy housing on East 
Hastings . 
"VANOC was going to get us a 
protest playpen," he said, referring to 
the Olympic "free speech zone" concept. 
"This might as well be it. We're near so 
many services." 
Snyder said he was the first person 
to spray paint the Olympic Countdown 
Clock outside of the Vancouver Art 
Gallery, a form of protest he says is only 
possible in Canada. "If I was in any other 
country in the world, I never would have 
been able to tag the clock and walk free," 
he said. 
However, Snyder emphasized that 
it's important to exercise those rights. 
"This is a true democracy. lt costs 
nothing to get your message out," he 
said, gesturing at his red tent-one of 
hundreds that were provided by Pivot 
Legal Society-and a larger tent set up 
as a private space he dubbed "Downtown 
Eastside House." 
Many citizens of the community feel 
they have been empowered by the tent 
city. 'The people are getting nurtured, 
we don't have to go to bed with an empty 
stomach, and they're happy," said Stella 
August, an Aboriginal resident working 
with Power to Women. "To me, that's 
freedom for these people." 
Casta vet believes the tent city 
has helped bring people together. "The 
community is so strong that nobody can 
go through us," he said. "We are bricks 
together. Cement." 
The '/yee reported that Vancouver 
city councillor Kerry lang, part of the 
Vision Vancouver party, said last week 
that his party won't support the tent city 
because of concerns over health and 
safety. However, members of the tent 
village have said that they have been 
careful not to allow drugs or alcohol. 
Although police have been monitoring 
their camp, they have not had altercations 
so far. 
An island of activists in a sea of tourists 
On Saturday, tent city members, red tent 
campaign supporters and activists met 
in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery. 
Flanked on all sides by crowds of tourists, 
participants 
and media 
stood out 
clearly, if 
only for 
their lack 
of Games-
related 
merchandise. 
The rally 
mixed 
politicians 
with the 
homeless, 
as a speakers and a few city residents 
stepped up to the microphone, telling their 
stories and singing songs. 
Speakers at the event included 
Wendy Pedersen of the Carnegie 
Community Action Project, David Dennis 
of the Frank Paul Society, Stella August 
of the Downtown Eastside Women's 
Center and MP Libby Davies (NDP 
Vancouver East) among others. They 
focused on the federal government's lack 
of involvement in housing projects. 
"You look at all the projects, the 
billion-dollar projects that the federal 
government poured into this city," said 
Dennis, "and they're the only government 
that is not participating or putting any 
money towards homelessness, and that's a 
crying shame." 
'The Olympics, according to a well 
known real estate developer in our city, 
Bob Rennie, [is] a $6-billion marketing 
campaign for Vancouver," said Pedersen. 
"We do not agree with turning Vancouver 
into a rich resort city. We need affordable 
housing, and the only way we're going to 
be able to do it is to get big dollars from 
the federal government." 
David Cadman, a Vancouver city 
councillor, said, "We knew it would be an 
embairassment if the world came here and 
saw the Downtown Eastside with so many 
homeless people," he said. 
He was noncommittal about whether 
the city might answer calls to purchase 
the tent city land and tum it into social 
housing. "We're unlikely to be stampeded 
into purchasing certain pieces of property 
that might cause an inflation of price," 
he said. "We're very strategic-we go in 
quietly, usually, and acquire." 
Spare some change? 
Many of the activists hope that a national 
housing policy is developed, following 
a solution proposed by Dr. David 
Hulchanski of the University of Toronto, 
which calls for all levels of government 
to devote one per cent of their budgets to 
housing. Johal said that he feels public 
response to the housing movement and 
the red tent campaign has been positive 
due to their clear goals . 
"We're getting a lot of support," 
said Johal. "I 
think that a lot 
of times with 
-,~ .... ~ 
activism people 
lose sight of 
what they are 
supporting, 
and what is 
great about this 
campaign is 
that we're really 
specific about 
what we're 
pushing for." 
New Democratic MP Davies 
authored a bill for a national housing 
strategy (Bill C-304), which passed 
second reading before Parliament was 
prorogued. The House of Commons will 
decide whether or not to restore it, among 
other bills , when Parliament reconvenes 
next month. 
If adopted, the bill would require 
that the federal government put forward 
an affordable housing strategy, so housing 
costs do not "compromise an individual's 
ability to meet other basic needs, 
including food, clothing and access to 
education." 
The bill would also require financial 
assistance to be provided in cases where 
individuals are unable to afford housing 
and ensure that social housing provides 
adequate and specific facilities reflecting 
those in need. In addition, the bill 
includes a provision for shelters to be 
made available in the event of disasters 
and crises. 
Meanwhile, the tent city grows, 
with over a hundred tents already and 
more added daily. VANOC's lease on the 
lot expires in five weeks, at which point 
control of the land will revert to real 
estate developer Concord Pacific. Garvin 
is planning to stay at least those five 
weeks, or until he is asked to leave. 
"Somebody would know," he said. 
"We'd know anyways . Put your socks 
and underwear on, we've got to move," 
he said. 
Beatrice Star, from the Power to 
Women movement, echoes the organizers 
of the red tent campaign when she said 
that the movement must go on after the 
Games . "If we leave early and just let this 
go, then we didn't accomplish anything." 
According to Castavet, it is 
important to stand ground . "We try to 
fight for our rights, and we lose all the 
time," he said. 
"So this is why today, we wake up, 
and stand up for everybody." 
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Take a moment, raging strangers 
By Nicole Harder 
T hree million people! These faces blend like a chalk drawing winding down the sidewalk, slipping beneath treads of running shoes 
and dress shoes before fading , unnoticed, into the 
gutter. Do you see these faces? Normally I wouldn't 
pay attention either. It's exhausting isn' t it? 
It's like being thrown into a rage of white 
water. You cling to a branch for a while; try to take 
in the loud chaos of it all , the beauty, the power and 
the dynamic of so much volume. But eventually, 
you tire of trying to keep your head above it. Tire 
of trying to stand out or catch something special 
that you can grab on to . So, you let go. You get 
sucked into the blinding white rush and become 
like the rest of the rolling waves. Each face starts to 
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look exactly like the next one. You're so distracted 
by the noise , the motion sickness from the speed 
and your attempts to achieve your own piece of 
sanity, that you don't really notice you've become 
just another face too . 
So today, on the bus , I looked at someone. Not 
just a passing glance either. I guess I pulled myself 
out of the water and sat on the edge. Maybe it was 
the bus driver that gave me a hand. He said "Hello" 
to every single person that came on at every single 
stop. And when they left he said , "Thank you for 
visiting!" 
So, there was this woman sitting in one of the 
seats. She was bright, literally. Her hair was black, 
her lips were pink, her cheeks were magenta and 
her eyes were strikingly blue . She had a teal scarf 
on and dazzling rings and she held a snake skin 
purple purse on her lap. She was about 60. She 
caught me staring at her and she winked. I smiled 
and made my way over to the seat next to her. It 
felt nice on the edge, breathing, watching. I looked 
at her and smiled. "You know," I finally said , 
"You' re beautiful . Stunning! And you look just like 
Elizabeth Taylor." She threw her head back and 
laughed. Then, with a smooth Russian accent, she 
said, "Thank you! I have heard that once before." 
That was all. But, that was all I needed. I had to 
jump back in eventually. 
Crashing waves took me back under and 
I hadn't even noticed. Granville street traffic 
and bank line ups , blank faces on sky trains and 
escalator mannequins; but I took my first moment 
and said something to one of them. And she 
happened to be a movie star! 
Riding the bus: why not give it a shot? 
By Carly Ma 
A s I sat in traffic one summer day, I noticed that the people walking on the street were 
moving faster than I was, and I was 
driving! I started to wonder, why don't 
I take public transportation? Like most 
kids, growing up I dreamt of having 
my own car; the style, the colour, the 
size, and the brand. So, when given 
the opportunity to drive, I didn't 
consider giving it up. When dreaming 
of owning a car as a child however, 
you forget to factor in the cost of the 
car, insurance, gas and parking. You 
also forget the traffic and the fact that 
driving is dangerous. 
Give public transportation 
a shot and you will soon realize 
how accessible it is. With the 
newly built Canada line, you are 
able to go from the Vancouver 
Airport to Downtown Waterfront in 
approximately ten minutes. Visitors 
to Vancouver often compliment 
our city on the convenience of 
should be greater promotion of 
the alternatives. There are long-
term positive effects of reducing 
greenhouse gases and they should be 
specified and promoted in the media. 
According to Statistics Canada, 
"people aged 18 and over who went 
"Whether you are able to make a long-term commitment or a 
smaller commitment to occasionally use public transportation, 
bussing Is a great start to make your own personal impact in saving 
the earth." 
our public transportation system. 
SkyTrains, buses and SeaBuses 
offer a wide array of convenient, 
safe, and environmentally friendly 
transportation opinions. Taking 
advantage of these alternatives will 
significantly reduce the amount of 
money you spend monthly on gas, 
parking and maintenance fees. 
If we all reduce the amount 
of time we spend driving, we can 
reduce our carbon emissions. Harmful 
greenhouse gases are emitted from 
cars that contribute to global warming. 
Whether you are able to make a 
long-term commitment or a smal!er 
commitment to occasionally use 
public transportation , bussing is a 
great start to make your own personal 
impact in saving the earth. 
Media advertisement from 
automobile companies such as 
Mercedes , BMW, Lex us and Audi 
promote a lifestyle more than the 
car itself. Our society highly values 
materialism. Instead of emphas~zing 
lifestyle in car ownership, there 
everywhere by car- as either a driver 
or a passenger- rose from 68% in 
1992, to ... 74% in 2005." Dependence 
on the automobile will continue to rise 
if we continue to purchase and use 
cars. So, what is it that keeps us in our 
cars as opposed to walking, biking, or 
taking public transportation? 
Why aren't you bussing? Is it 
because it is "more convenient" to 
drive, or perhaps public transportation 
is unappealing to you? Whatever 
reasons prevent you from using public 
transportation every day, or just once 
a day, a week, or month, consider the 
amount of carbon you are emitting 
into the environment. Next time you 
find yourself complaining about being 
stuck in traffic , the amount of "bad 
drivers" out there and the amount 
of money you spend using your car, 
know that there are other options. 
Also, know that we all need to start 
taking responsibility for the earth. 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@ theotherpress .ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
Olympic lessons 
What can we learn from the past two weeks? 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
Will the Olympics yield the economic returns in jobs and tourism as promised 
by the legacy? Since the acquisition 
of the Olympics, the topic has been 
fraught with debate. And, chances 
are the debate will continue into 
the future as we deal with what 
some might call an Olympic-sized 
hangover. So now that all of the 
work and money has been invested 
and the party is over, what can be 
learned from our Olympic triumphs , 
trials and tribulations? 
On an individual level, we 
learned that where there's a will 
there is a way. The amount of 
dedication and determination on 
behalf of each and every athlete 
should serve as a lesson to all of us. 
Amazing feats can be accomplished 
when we put our hearts and minds 
On a global level, we have seen 
firsthand the millions of dollars 
· that are invested in new and old 
infrastructure in order to bring them 
up to an Olympic standard. And 
although we will presumably be 
able to benefit from these upgrades 
throughout the future, the Olympics 
will continue to change the face of 
cities around the world. Billions of 
dollars wiJl be invested in areas to 
bring them up to par. 
Like all lessons, there are 
always suggestions about how to 
proceed in the future. Therefore, 
I have one suggestion. Instead of 
globetrotting every two years, the 
Winter and Summer Olympics 
should be held in tWo specific, 
permanent locations. These two 
locations could be brought up to 
Olympic standard and designated as 
official Olympic cities . 
Although these locations may 
"Instead of globetrotting every two years, the Winter and 
Summer Olympics should be held in two specific, permanent 
locations. These two locations could be brought up to Olympic 
standard and designated as official Olympic cities." 
into our work. Furthermore, if there 
is enough power behind an idea, 
people will come together and make 
it happen. Billions of dollars and 
planning hours were poured into the 
Olympics. This is something that we 
have seen time and time again; just 
think what could be accomplished if 
we invest this kind of time, energy, 
power and money into some of the 
serious issues of our time. 
On a community level, we have 
seen how such an event can unite us . 
For two weeks, the city was brought 
together in an all-out party, filled in 
general with a genuine sense of pride 
and camaraderie. The environment 
created when roads are shut down in 
order to make way for pedestrians is 
like no other. Hopefully, more people 
also realized that public transit is 
a practical form of transportation 
especially to and form and in and 
around Vancouver. Given the name 
"No Fun City," perhaps Vancouver 
has realized that celebrations can be 
held without all hell breaking loose. 
Overall, encouraging people to get 
out and about and interact is a great 
way to build community. 
end up being semi-permanent-
given those who seek change 
for the sake of change and the 
undeniable uncertainty of the 
earth's climate-think about what 
could be done with the money that 
has been used in the past to bring 
infrastructure up to·standard. It could 
be invested in sports programs for 
the underprivileged, making the 
Olympics a truly worldwide event. 
Or, it could be used to fund global 
initiatives for the greater good; 
there are numerous options. Cities 
would be able to concentrate on their 
individual needs instead of building 
lavish infrastructure for a two-week 
party. 
Whether or not there will be 
an economic return on our Olympic 
investment is yet to be seen and 
doubtful . However, the past two 
weeks have been about much more 
than economics and will , no doubt, 
be remembered forever. Some will 
take lessons for the triumphs while 
others will try and learn from the 
tribulations . 
Regardless, there is always a 
lesson to be learned. 
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Knowl~on Knows 
Battle of the high-tech fruits 
The war between Apple and Blackberry wages on. Which should we bank on? 
T he iPhone was originally released in late June of2007. Two years less ten days later, 
the third version, the all-powerful 
3GS, was released. By this time, 
the iPhone had some serious chart-
climbing skills. It is now clamouring 
for top spots in many aspects of 
mobile market domination. But it 
isn't without its competition. Apple's 
smartphone must contend with a 
long-standing powerhouse. The Bold. 
The Storm. The BlackBerry. 
While the grand success of 
Research In Motion (RIM), the 
company that makes BlackBerry, 
came to fruition nearly a decade 
ago, it still stands to lose the legacy 
it worked so hard to build. Unlike 
the BlackBerry's tortoise-esque 
approach, Apple's iPhone has taken 
off like a hare, exploding on to the 
mobile scene with astounding success 
straight from the gates. That being 
said, slow and steady has always 
been a formula for performance and 
growth, as demonstrated to perfection 
by RIM. Thus far. But unfortunately 
for them, in today's world of rapid 
change, a tortoise pace could leave 
them in the dust for good. 
As opposed to Apple's 
"revolution" in smartphone 
development, BlackBerry has 
made a living off of "evolutions ." 
Continually and consistently 
implemented, these subtle, refining 
evolutions have worked for RIM. 
However, Apple's entry into the 
market has done more than merely 
create fresh competition. It has 
exposed BlackBerry's flaws. 
The web browser on the 
BlackBerry is outdated and feeble 
compared to its competitors. There 
are many less third-party apps 
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available-well over 100,000 for the 
iPhone, compared to just over 4,000 
for the BlackBerry. And, worst of all, 
there is no plan for any significant 
overhaul in the near future. Executive 
vice-president of Veritas Investment 
Research warns darkly, "There will 
be a rude awakening soon." 
But perhaps what BlackBerry 
needs as much as an edge in a 
redefined, savvy market is local 
support. Little known is the fact that 
RIM is a Canadian company, born 
in small-town Waterloo, Ontario. 
This alone is a feat; Canadian 
companies seldom see some 
expansive and phenomenal success. 
Co-CEO Jim Balsillie offers the 
notion that at the helm of RIM, he 
"changed the world." And while 
this is fascinatingly inarguable, the 
BlackBerry remains abandoned by 
Canada. We Canadians have leapt on 
the iPhone bandwagon, throwing our 
money at the American Apple. 
The BlackBerry is available 
in 170 countries, more than double 
that of the iPhone, but remains 
loyally dedicated delivering its finest 
products and services to home-
country Canada-a favour that is not 
returned by Canadian consumers. 
And now, throwing a wicked 
wrench into an already chaotic 
competition is Google's Nexus One. 
Using Google's patented Android 
operating system, the Nexus One 
hopes to be a top competitor as well. 
However, it is currently irrelevant 
because Canada isn't in on the action. 
Yet. 
As we swell with the pride 
knowing that Canada has now won 
gold on home soil, let us remember 
that patriotism is not a bandwagon. 
Support Canada for the long term. As 
any sustainability promoter would 
advocate, eat the locally grown 
produce. It's better for us all around. 
Post-secondary an opportunity for high school students to mature, grow and learn 
By Larissa Lafrance 
T o some families college is like a bar mitzvah; a rite of passage that every student graduating from high 
school should go through. Society puts 
a lot of pressure on kids to at least apply 
and keep their options open. 
I lost count of how many times I had 
someone tell me: "If you take a year off, 
you won't end up going back to school." 
This might be true about some people, 
like my older cousin. He went to Australia 
over the summer and was supposed to 
attend Douglas in the fall. It's the winter 
semester now and he still isn't a student. 
However, the same can't be said for 
everyone. 
"(I took a year off) because I didn't 
know what I wanted to do with my life," 
says Sarah Topping, 19, who is currently 
taking general studies at Douglas. 
A lot of high school students feel that 
way about their impending graduation. 
They are so focused on high school that 
the idea of being thrown into the "real" 
world causes some distress. That begs the 
question: should high school students go 
to college immediately after high school? 
The politically correct answer is that the 
choice differs with each individual person. 
I agree with that-different people will 
make different choices. 
"If the student has no idea what 
they want to do, taking a year off might 
help," says Topping, and that tactic might 
have worked for her, but Print Futures 
(Professional Writing) student Deanna 
Carrier, 18, disagrees. 
"(I went to college right away after 
high school) because if I stopped then I 
wouldn't go back to school," says Carrier. 
She makes a valid point-a lot of students 
could get lost along the way to education. 
Life is unpredictable. Taking one year 
off could quickly tum into taking five as 
responsibilities mount. 
"I think that going to college 
immediately after graduation is the best 
idea for quite a few people, even those 
who don't know what they want to do. 
Instead of running the risk of never going 
back, they can experiment with different 
courses and find something they truly 
enjoy and may pursue as a career one 
day," adds Shelby Jurak, 18, a fellow 
Print Futures student. 
Not going to college after high 
school can be a hindrance due to time 
requirements . I had a good friend in high 
school that wanted to be a doctor and I 
commend him for that, but he has a lot of 
school to get through. Another friend of 
mine is going into marine biology. These 
are two very goal-oriented people that 
have their eyes set on a particular career. 
Taking a year off after high school would 
cause them to lose momentum and lower 
their expectations for themselves. 
High school is supposed to be a 
training ground for life, and preparation 
for college. Entering a post-secondary 
institution immediately after graduation is 
keeping oneself in the habit of homework 
and going to class. 
"Nothing can prepare you for the 
huge difference between high school and 
college. Waiting a year, two years, three 
years, whatever, might make you more 
'mature' but it won't make college any 
easier," says Jurak. "A job-the kind 
you can get with only your high school 
education-won't ease you into the loads 
of homework and responsibility and 
stress." 
I take college for what it is , a 
learning opportunity; it's about furthering 
ones education and any knowledge thirsty 
or driven high school graduate should 
be welcome to apply and attend. College 
will give these students the place and 
opportunity to mature, grow and learn . 
Should high school students be allowed in college right after graduating? 
Post-secondary straight out of high school a waste of time, money and effort 
By Kennedy Kierans 
So what is post-secondary education for, anyways? Is it to teach people specific job skills, or life skills, or 
critical thinking skills, or to keep them 
out of the workforce to help manage 
unemployment? Well, it depends. For a 
lot of parents, the purpose is to teach their 
kids the skills necessary to get so-called 
"good jobs." However, sending kids to 
college or university directly from high 
school does them a serious disservice. 
Some post-secondary education, 
like nursing or technical training, is very 
focused on skills for specific jobs or types 
of jobs. Some education is very general, 
intended to give a broad knowledge base 
and help develop reasoning, researching, 
and writing skills . It also provides a 
foundation for deeper studies in that 
field, or for law school. Often all it does 
is qualify a student to get a job in a 
restaurant ... or to go back to school for a 
few more years. 
Except in the most unusual cases, 
students straight out of high school do not 
know what they want, what their interests 
and values truly are, or what they want 
to do-or are willing to do-full time 
for years on end. They wind up wasting 
their time and energy, and their parent's 
money-and often their own too-in 
pursuit of a goal they haven't really 
defined. 
And they haven't really defined it 
because they can't really define it. High 
school does not look anything like the 
work force (a.k.a. "real life"). Yes, there 
is a lot a student can learn from part-time 
jobs,job shadowing, interest inventories, 
hobbies and volunteering. Those are all 
very different, however, from being in a 
job 40 (or more) hours a week and having 
to do that job, keep that job, succeed at 
that job, in order to pay rent and buy 
groceries. 
Until then, there can't be any 
real sense about goals, needs, dreams, 
priorities, and preferences . Until 
these things have been assessed in the 
laboratory of daily life, they remain 
theories and guesses . Working for one's 
own survival raises the stakes; it's the 
great clarifier. It may not provide all of 
the answers, but it certainly gives more 
direction and focus. 
Putting oneself through school can 
also raise the stakes . It's hard for many 
students to focus or take their studies 
seriously when they are not paying for 
them. They are studying for the degree or 
diploma that their parents have picked for 
them, attending classes (or just as likely 
not attending classes) that their parents 
have paid for, and reading textbooks (or 
just as likely not reading textbooks) that 
their parents have paid for. Kids straight 
out of high school are not invested 
financially in their education enough to 
really gain from it. 
It's also really hard to take education 
seriously when all a person has ever 
done is be in school. Having to change 
one's life in order to go back to school 
makes one put a lot more thought into 
that process and value it far more than 
one might otherwise. There's a lot more 
attention paid to budgets, timelines, 
outcomes and goals. And the results 
reflect that. 
Most high school students lack 
the self-knowledge, discipline, and 
commitment to really benefit from going 
directly to college or university. Working 
after high school is the only way the 
majority of them will truly gain from their 
post-secondary experience. Going any 
sooner will just waste time, money, and 
effort. 
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Give the girls a break 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
I may not be the biggest fan of women's hockey, but I have to say, the Canadian women produced 
yet another classic in a thrilling gold 
medal game against their arch-rivals, 
the United States. It was another 
tremendous game spawned from one 
of the most enduring rivalries in sport. 
The U.S. and Canada. Canada and the 
U.S. When it comes to the women's 
game, those are the only two teams 
that matter, and at every significant 
competition, be it the Olympics or the 
World Championships, it is these two 
teams that always meet in the gold 
medal game . . 
So after Canada managed to hold 
kidding me? 
Plus, can anyone honestly say 
that the same thing would have 
happened if that had been the men's 
hockey team? Hell no. This is a double 
standard, plain and simple. Look 
at when Jim Montgomery won the 
skeleton gold for Canada. He guzzled 
back a full pitcher on camera with 
millions watching. Did we shout him 
down for that? Nope, we all laughed 
and said "That' a boy Jim!" So why 
doesn't the same apply to our female 
athletes? Whenever the Stanley Cup, 
World Series or Superbowl it won, it is 
completely accepted that the winning 
athletes engage in the traditional 
celebratory drink or two. Hell, they 
not only do it full view of the media, 
"These girls just played the game of their lives, and Instead of 
praising them for that and for bringing home gold for Canada, we 
give them a hard time for having some cigars and champagne? Are 
you kidding me?" 
on and down the States 2-0 at Canada 
Hockey Place during the twilight of 
the Vancouver Olympics, the team 
indulged in some cigars and drinks 
after their hard-fought victory. 
However, when they re-took 
to the ice for a group photo about a 
half hour after the gold medal game 
finished, a few unofficial pictures were 
snapped of the Canadians, including 
18-year-old Marie-Philip Poulin, with 
drinks in hand. Apparantely, this has 
caused an uproar and goes against the 
"Olympic image." 
What a bunch of crap. These girls 
just played the game of their lives, and 
instead of praising them for that and 
for bringing home gold for Canada, 
we give them a hard time for having 
some cigars and champagne? Are you 
18 
the reporters often join in with them! 
So can someone objectively explain 
to me why it is so different for the 
women? 
All of this is just yet another 
example of the PC police storming in 
and causing a stir where there doesn't 
need to be one. Yes, Poulin was 
underage, I get that, but come on, the 
girl just won an Olympic gold medal. 
But, oh, I guess that she's the only 18 
year old in Canada to have had a beer. 
That's what we should be focusing on, 
right? Not that an 18 year old just won 
a gold medal on the senior national 
team, but that she was so arrogant 
to think that having a beer would be 
okay? 
Give me a break, this whole thing 
is just ridiculous. 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
Every time the Olympics comes and goes, I'm always left looking back on the 
Games and thinking about some of 
the stranger "sports" that I've seen 
in the past two weeks. One that 
really stood out in Vancouver this 
time around was ice dancing. 
Now, it was very nice that Tessa 
Virtue and Scott Moir brought home 
the gold for Canada, but looking 
at ice dancing objectively, can we 
honestly call it a sport? 
Now, there is obviously skating 
skill required in ice dance, and 
there's no denying that much like 
running, skating is an athletic skill. 
But just any activity involving 
running doesn't make it a legitimate 
sport, and I think that the same can 
be said for being able to skate. Yes, 
it's difficult to be able to skate well, 
but just because you can doesn't 
immediately qualify you as an 
athlete. 
Ice dancing, while undoubtedly 
difficult to perform, doesn't have the 
same intensity level that something 
like figure skating does either. Yes, 
I understand that the important 
aspects of ice dancing are more 
about flow and aesthetics, but still, it 
just isn't the same. 
On the other side of the coin 
though, just because something 
is performed at a slower pace 
shouldn't mean it isn't a sport either. 
There are certainly parts of ice 
dancing that suggest it is indeed a 
real sport. It's competitive, scores 
are awarded, superb balance and 
creativity are required. You have 
to have exceptional timing, and 
obviously excellent teamwork to 
perform well. All of those, plus 
the ability to skate at the necessary 
level, are all athletic components 
that not just anyone can do. 
THE VERDICT: 
I would say that in the end, ice 
dancing is a sport. However, it is as 
borderline as you can get. There's 
no contact (well, unless you fall), 
and it is probably among the least 
physically demanding sports out 
there. Still though, it is a sport. 
D~mitra's good; he just needs some help 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports 
Editor 
0 ne of the most surprising (and for Canadian fans, almost too shocking) stories from the 
2010 Winter Olympics has been the 
remarkable play of Team Slovakia 
center, and oft-injured Vancouver 
Canuck,PavolDemitra.Demitraled 
the Olympic tournament in scoring. 
Heading in, what do you think the 
odds were on that one? 
Demitra, as you may recall, has 
long been perceived as a managerial 
blunder by Mike Gillis. At $4 million 
per season, this is a hefty price tag for 
a guy who missed the first 50 games 
of this year while recovering from 
ongoing shoulder problems (although, 
to be fair, he was placed on the long-
term injury reserve list, so for the 
time he was out his salary didn't 
count against the cap). He made the 
same amount last season where a 
series of nagging injuries limited him 
to just 69 contests. 
Since his return to the Vancouver 
line-up this season, Demitra hasn't 
exactly shed his label of being 
a streaky, inconsistent type who 
plays soft (ironically, it was while 
attempting a body-check in the 
playoffs against Chicago last year that 
he injured his shoulder). In l1 games, 
he has an underwhelming one goal, 
and has seen his ice time dwindle 
down to third and sometimes fourth 
line status. 
That brings us up to the 
Olympics, where Demitra raised 
some eyebrows with his selection to 
the team despite being 35 years old 
and having not played a single game 
by the time the squad was picked. 
Then again, Demitra has long been 
a staple of the Slovakian national 
team, and he has a lengthy history in 
international play. 
The Slovaks, who with the 
Americans have to be considered the 
surprise of the tournament, went into 
Vancouver viewing this Olympics as 
their last shot. After all, Demitra and 
Miroslav Satan are 35, Zdeno Chara 
is 32, Marian Rossa 31, Ziggy Palfy 
and Jozef Stumpe! are 37 and Richard 
Zednik is 34. Sure, Marian Gaborik 
is at the peak of his powers, but after 
him, there isn't a lot of talent coming 
down the pipeline. 
So if this truly was Demitra's 
final chance at an Olympic medal, he 
sure as hell played like it. Gaborik 
and Chara were the leaders of the 
team, but it was Demitra right there 
with them who led the charge and did 
everything he could to try and win a 
medal. 
The Pavol Demitra who showed 
up every night at Canada Hockey 
Place sure as hell wasn't the Pavol 
Demitra we've been seeing at GM 
Place. During the Olympics, Demitra 
was all over the ice, skating on a 
line with Rossa and Gaborik, and he 
put up a very impressive 10 points 
in seven games. Against Sweden in 
the quarterfinals, a game in which 
the Swedes were heavily favoured, 
Demitra played the starring role in 
leading the Slovaks to a 4-3 upset win 
by scoring a goal and adding a pair 
of assists. He followed that up with 
a tremendous performance against 
Finland in the bronze medal game, 
where he was in on every Slovakian 
goal (including a shorthanded one 
of his own) and received gobs of ice 
time in a heartbreaking 5-3 loss that 
went right down to the wire. 
Earlier in the tournament, with 
Slovakia again outgunned going 
up against the powerful Russians, 
Demitra scored the shootout winning 
goal in another wild Slovak upset. 
If Slovakia had gone further in 
the tournament, there's a very real 
argument that Demitra was the MVP 
of the entire competition. 
What these games proved about 
Demitra is that he's the type of player 
who needs to play with other good 
players. He's not going to carry a 
line and dominate single-handedly. 
Looking back, wasn't his best success 
with the Canucks late last year, when 
he was skating with Ryan Kesler and 
Mats Sundin, two other star players? 
Let's hope that when the Canucks 
resume play, Demitra is able to keep 
some of that fire in his belly. It would 
finally be nice to see the guy who 
came close to 100 points per year 
back in St. Louis a few seasons ago. 
Alain Vigneault, take notice. 
19 
Garth Mclennan 
sports edilur 
We'd bener hold on to Kesler 
20 
I f you've been watching the Vancouver Canucks for the last several years , 
it should be plain to see that 
the Sedin twins aren't the 
only ones wearing the Orca 
to have developed into bona-
fide stars. Yes, the twins are 
great, and much of the ink 
spilled about the Canucks this 
season has been devoted to 
their emergence among the 
NHL's scoring leaders, but one 
under-reported story has been 
the development of perhaps 
Vancouver's most complete 
player, Ryan Kesler. 
While it is well known 
that Kesler is currently in the 
$5.6 million this year. While 
Richards does have higher 
career numbers than Kesler, 
they' re similar players with 
leadership qualities whose 
respective clubs have been 
building around. 
After the conclusion of the 
recent Winter Olympics, it's 
clear that Kesler can play with 
the best in the world. He was a 
strong two-way presence for a 
powerful American squad that 
surprised many by winning 
the silver medal. During 
round-robin preliminary play, 
Kesler was the one to quell any 
Canadian comeback hopes by 
out-working Corey Perry and 
"While Kesler won't be an unrestricted free agent at the end 
of the year, he'll still be a prime target for offer sheets from 
opposing GM's around the league." 
final year of contract with the 
club, there has so far been very 
little to report on talks of an 
extension from either side. It 
is clear however, that Kesler 
is well on his way to a career 
season (he has 54 points in 61 
games this year. Last year, in 
82 games, he had 56 points 
total) and that this year he has 
to be considered one of the best 
bargains in the NHL. His cap 
hit is a steal at $1.75 million. 
Unfortunately for 
Vancouver GM Mike Gillis, 
Kesler's corning-out party this 
year will most likely result 
in a big hike in his annual 
remuneration numbers . Some 
of the figures being bandied 
about revolve around the total 
earned by Mike Richards of 
Philadelphia, the Team Canada 
center man who will haul in 
scoring a wild empty net goal to 
seal a U.S. win against Canada. 
While Kesler won 't be an 
unrestricted free agent at the 
end of the year, he ' ll still be 
a prime target for offer sheets 
from opposing GM's around 
the league. Bobby Clarke 
in Philadelphia proved that 
several years ago when he 
tendered an offer to Kesler, 
who is slated to once again 
become an RFA (restricted free 
agent), for $1.9 million. Then 
Canucks GM Dave Nonis was 
widely criticized for matching 
the Flyers' offer (including by 
yours truly) but in hindsight it 
has turned out brilliantly for 
the Canucks. We just have to 
hope that Gillis has something 
similar up his sleeve this 
surnrner. 
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What did you do over the Olympic break? 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, Photographer 
Stephanie Corrado 
General Studies 
"Over the break pretty much all I did was just hang oul with friends 
and go downtown, and work!' 
Janna Crockett 
Bachelor of Physical Education and Coaching 
"I went to figure slwting finals and women's hockey games, and I 
had about ten relaJives stay at my house ... so I had to sleep on the 
ground most nights!' 
Jasmine Daniels 
Sciences 
"I spent most of my time hanging oul with friends and going 
downtown whenever I could. Also, I enjoyed yelling at the 
tourists!' 
GM Place, known during the Olympics as Canada Hockey Place, was packed every day 
during the Olympic Games. 
Granville Street was a main attraction for the tourists and residents of Vancouver, with 
continuous street entertainment, shopping, restaurants and clubs. 
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Get paid to write! Submit a feature-length story to us (1000 words or more) and if it gets published, 
you'll get a $50 reward! 
Open to all Douglas College students! 
Come to our weekly meetings Monday night at 6 p.m. in room 1020 of the New West 
campus. All Douglas College students are welcome to attend! 
Contact editor@theotherpress.ca with your story idea before submitting. 
